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JOINT MEETING OF THE HOUSE 
AND SENATE TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS MAJESTY KING 
ABDULLAH II IBN AL HUSSEIN, 
KING OF THE HASHEMITE KING-
DOM OF JORDAN 

The Speaker of the House presided. 
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs. 

Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice 
President and Members of the U.S. 
Senate who entered the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints 
as members of the committee on the 
part of the House to escort His Majesty 
King Abdullah II into the Chamber: 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER); 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
LANTOS); 

The gentleman from West Virginia 
(Mr. RAHALL); 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ACKERMAN); 

The gentlewoman from New York 
(Mrs. LOWEY); 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BOEHNER); 

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT); 

The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
PUTNAM); 

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
ISSA); and 

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
PENCE). 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort His 
Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hus-
sein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan, into the House Chamber: 

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID); 
The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN); 
The Senator from Vermont (Mr. 

LEAHY); 
The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 

KERRY); 
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 

MCCONNELL); 
The Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 

LOTT); 
The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL); 

and 
The Senator from Texas (Mr. 

CORNYN). 
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-

nounced the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye, 
Ambassador of the Republic of 
Djibouti. 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved 
for him. 

At 11 o’clock and 5 minutes a.m., the 
Deputy Sergeant at Arms announced 

His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al 
Hussein, King of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan. 

The King of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan, escorted by the committee 
of Senators and Representatives, en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and stood at the Clerk’s 
desk. 

[Applause, the Members rising.] 
The SPEAKER. Members of Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you His 
Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hus-
sein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan. 

[Applause, the Members rising.] 
f 

ADDRESS BY HIS MAJESTY KING 
ABDULLAH II IBN AL HUSSEIN, 
KING OF THE HASHEMITE KING-
DOM OF JORDAN. 

King ABDULLAH II. Madam Speak-
er, Mr. Vice President, Honorable Sen-
ators and Members of Congress, my 
friends, thank you for such a warm 
welcome. It is an honor to stand, as my 
father did, before this historic institu-
tion. Allow me to thank you on behalf 
of all Jordanians. 

Jordan and the United States have 
had a long friendship. It is a special 
privilege to be here in the year that 
the American Congress welcomes its 
first woman Speaker and its first Mus-
lim-American Member of Congress. 
These milestones send a message 
around the world about the America I 
know so well, a place where individ-
uality is nurtured, a place where hard 
work is rewarded, a place where 
achievement is celebrated. The Amer-
ica I know so well believes that oppor-
tunity and justice belong to all. 

In my days in Massachusetts, I also 
learned something about New England 
virtues. There wasn’t actually a law 
about talking too much, but there was 
definitely an attitude that you didn’t 
speak unless you could improve on si-
lence. 

Today, I must speak, and I cannot be 
silent. 

I must speak about a cause that is 
urgent for your people and for mine. I 
must speak about peace in the Middle 
East. I must speak about peace replac-
ing the division, war, and conflict that 
have brought such disaster for the re-
gion and for the world. 

This was the cause that brought my 
father King Hussein here in 1994. With 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
beside him, he spoke of a new vision for 
the Middle East. Their courageous 
work for peace received bipartisan sup-
port from your leaders. And there was 
tremendous hope for a new era. There 
was tremendous hope that people 
would be brought together. There was 
tremendous hope that a final and com-
prehensive settlement of all the issues 
would be achieved. 

Thirteen years later, that work is 
still not completed. And until it is, we 
are all at risk. We are all at risk of 
being victims of further violence re-

sulting from ideologies of terror and 
hatred. It is our greatest and most ur-
gent duty to prevent such dangers to 
our region, to your country and to the 
world. The choice is ours: an open 
world full of promise, progress and jus-
tice for all; or a closed world of divided 
peoples, fear, and unfulfilled dreams. 
Nothing impacts this choice more than 
the future of peace in the Middle East. 

I come to you today at a rare, and in-
deed historic, moment of opportunity, 
when there is a new international will 
to end the catastrophe. And I believe 
that America, with its enduring values, 
its moral responsibility, and yes, its 
unprecedented power, must play the 
central role. 

Some may say, ‘‘Peace is too dif-
ficult. We can live with the status 
quo.’’ But, my friends, violent killings 
are taking place as part of this status 
quo. Palestinians and Israelis are not 
the only victims. We saw the violence 
ricochet into destruction in Lebanon 
last summer. And people around the 
world have been the victims of terror-
ists and extremists who use the griev-
ances of this conflict to legitimize and 
encourage acts of violence. Americans 
and Jordanians and others have suf-
fered and survived terrorist attacks. In 
this room, there are representatives of 
American families and Jordanian fami-
lies who have lost loved ones. Thou-
sands of people have paid the highest 
price, the loss of their life. Thousands 
more continue to pay this terrible 
price, for their loved ones will never re-
turn. Are we going to let these thou-
sands of lives be taken in vain? Has it 
become acceptable to lose that most 
basic of human rights? The right to 
live? 

The status quo is also pulling the re-
gion and the world towards greater 
danger. As public confidence in the 
peace process has dropped, the cycle of 
crises is spinning faster, and with 
greater potential for destruction. 
Changing military doctrine and weap-
onry pose new dangers. Increasing 
numbers of external actors are inter-
vening with their own strategic agen-
das, raising new dangers of prolifera-
tion and crisis. These are groups that 
seek even more division: faith against 
faith, nation against nation, commu-
nity against community. Any further 
erosion in the situation would be seri-
ous for the future of moderation and 
coexistence, in the region and beyond. 
Have we all lost the will to live to-
gether in peace celebrating one an-
other’s strengths and differences? 

Some may say, ‘‘But there are other, 
urgent challenges.’’ How can there be 
anything more urgent than the res-
toration of a world where all people, 
not only some people, all people have 
the opportunity to live peacefully? 
This is not only a moral imperative. It 
is essential to the future of our world, 
because long-term, violent crisis is the 
enemy of all global prosperity and 
progress. 

Certainly our era faces critical 
issues. There is great public concern 
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here, just as in our region, about the 
conflict in Iraq. The entire inter-
national community has vital decisions 
to make about the path forward, and 
how to ensure Iraq’s security, unity, 
and future. But we cannot lose sight of 
a profound reality. The wellspring of 
regional division, the source of resent-
ment and frustration far beyond, is the 
denial of justice and peace in Pal-
estine. 

There are those who say, ‘‘It’s not 
our business.’’ But this Congress 
knows: there are no bystanders in the 
21st century. There are no curious on-
lookers. There is no one who is not af-
fected by the division and hatred that 
is present in our world. 

Some will say: ‘‘This is not the core 
issue in the Middle East.’’ I come here 
today as your friend to tell you that 
this is the core issue. And this core 
issue is not only producing severe con-
sequences for our region, it is pro-
ducing severe consequences for our 
world. 

The security of all nations and the 
stability of our global economy are di-
rectly affected by the Middle East con-
flict. Across oceans, this conflict has 
estranged societies that should be 
friends. I meet Muslims thousands of 
miles away who have a deep, personal 
response to the suffering of the Pales-
tinian people. They want to know how 
it is that ordinary Palestinians are 
still without rights and without a 
country. They ask whether the West 
really means what it says about equal-
ity and respect and universal justice. 

Yes, my friends, today I must speak. 
I cannot be silent. 

Sixty years of Palestinian disposses-
sion, 40 years under occupation, a stop- 
and-go peace process, all this has left a 
bitter legacy of disappointment and de-
spair on all sides. It is time to create a 
new and different legacy, one that be-
gins right now; one that can set a posi-
tive tone for the American and Middle 
East relationship; one that can restore 
hope to our region’s people, to your 
people, and to the people of this pre-
cious world. Nothing can achieve that 
more effectively, nothing can assert 
America’s moral vision more clearly, 
nothing can reach and teach the 
world’s youth more directly than your 
leadership in a peace process that de-
livers results not next year, not in 5 
years, but this year. 

How do we get there? Not by a solu-
tion imposed by one side. A lasting 
peace can only be built on under-
standing, agreement and compromise. 

It begins with courage and vision. 
We, all of us, must take risks for peace. 
The Arab states recognized that reality 
in 2002, when we unanimously approved 
the Arab Peace Initiative. It puts for-
ward a path for both sides to achieve 
what people want and need: a collective 
peace treaty with Israel and normal re-
lations with every Arab state, collec-
tive security guarantees for all the 
countries of the region, including 
Israel, an end to the conflict, a dream 
every Israeli citizen has longed for 

since the creation of Israel, and an 
agreed solution to the refugee problem, 
a withdrawal from Arab territories oc-
cupied since 1967, and a sovereign, via-
ble, and independent Palestine. 

The commitment we made in the 
Arab Peace Initiative is real. And our 
states are involved in ongoing efforts 
to advance a fair, just, and comprehen-
sive peace. His Majesty King Abdullah 
Bin Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia initi-
ated the 2002 proposal. Today, he con-
tinues to rally international support. 
Momentum is also building among 
Muslim countries outside the Arab 
world. Ten days ago, in Islamabad, the 
foreign ministers of key Muslim states 
met. They came together to assure Pal-
estinians and Israelis that they are not 
alone, that we back their effort to 
make and build peace. 

The goal must be a peace in which all 
sides gain. It must be anchored in secu-
rity and opportunity for all. 

It must be a peace that will free 
young Palestinians to focus on a future 
of progress and prosperity. 

It must be a peace that makes Israel 
a part of the neighborhood, a neighbor-
hood that extends from the shores of 
the Atlantic Ocean, across the breadth 
of the southern Mediterranean, to the 
coast of the Indian Ocean. 

It must be a peace that enables the 
entire region to look forward with ex-
citement and hope, putting its re-
sources into productive growth, 
partnering across borders to advance 
development, finding opportunities, 
and solving common challenges. 

This goal is visionary, but, my 
friends, it is attainable. History shows 
that longtime adversaries can define 
new relationships of peace and coopera-
tion. The groundwork for a comprehen-
sive, final settlement is already in 
place. At Taba, as in the Geneva Ac-
cords, the parties have outlined the pa-
rameters of the solution. 

But we need all hands on deck. The 
international community, especially 
the United States, must be engaged in 
moving the process forward to achieve 
real results. Above all, we must make 
our process serve our purpose. We must 
achieve an agreed solution to the con-
flict. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Vice President, 
Honorable Members, your responsi-
bility today is paramount. Your poten-
tial to help Palestinians and Israelis 
find peace is unrivaled. This is because 
the people of the region still regard the 
United States as the key to peace, the 
one country most capable of bringing 
the two sides closer together, holding 
them accountable, and making a just 
settlement reality. 

Time after time, there has been 
progress towards peace when Ameri-
cans have actively engaged. Camp 
David, Madrid, Wye River, nearly every 
breakthrough was accomplished when 
America was determined to help the 
parties succeed. 

On behalf of all those who seek and 
strive for peace in my part of the 
world, I ask you now to exert that 

leadership once again. We ask you to 
join with us in a historic effort of cour-
age and vision. We ask you to hear our 
call, to honor the spirit of King Hus-
sein and Yitzhak Rabin, and help fulfill 
the aspirations of Palestinians and 
Israelis to live in peace today. 

Let me reaffirm that Jordan is com-
mitted to playing a positive role in the 
peace process. It is part of our larger 
commitment to global coexistence and 
progress. Ours is an Islamic country 
with a proud record of diversity, mod-
eration, and shared respect. 

Allow me to say, we thank the Con-
gress and the administration for sup-
porting Jordan’s progress and develop-
ment. I deeply value the partnership 
between our peoples, and the contribu-
tions of so many Americans to the fu-
ture of our country. 

My friends, ‘‘A decent respect for the 
rights and dignity of all nations, large 
and small.’’ That’s how President Roo-
sevelt—the great FDR—described the 
basis of American foreign policy. He 
pledged American support for the four 
freedoms, freedom from fear, from 
want, freedom of speech, and freedom 
of religion, everywhere in the world. 

The Four Freedoms speech was given 
right here, before Congress. And that is 
entirely fitting. Because it is here in 
the People’s House that the voices and 
values of America have made hope real 
for so many people. 

Today, the people of the Middle East 
are searching for these four freedoms. 
Today, the people of the Middle East 
are searching for new hope, hope for a 
future of prosperity and peace. We have 
seen the danger and destruction of vio-
lence, hatred, and injustice. But we 
have also seen what people can achieve 
when they are empowered, when they 
break down walls, when they commit 
to the future. And we know that Mid-
dle East peace can be a global begin-
ning, creating new possibilities for our 
region and the entire world. 

We look to you to play a historic 
role. Eleven American Presidents and 
30 American Congresses have already 
faced this ongoing crisis. For not the 
future generation, but the generation 
alive today, let us say together: No 
more. Let us say together: Let’s solve 
this. Let us say together: Yes, we will 
achieve this. 

No Palestinian father should be help-
less to feed his family and build a fu-
ture for his sons and daughters. No 
Israeli mother should fear when her 
child boards a bus. Not one more gen-
eration should grow up thinking that 
violence and conflict are the norm. 

As Roosevelt also said, ‘‘The justice 
of morality must and will win in the 
end.’’ But he knew that it was up to re-
sponsible nations to stand up for jus-
tice when injustice threatens. 

This is our challenge as well. And we 
must not leave it to another genera-
tion to meet this challenge. 

Thirteen years ago, my father was 
here to talk about his hopes for peace. 
Today, we are talking about a promise 
that is within our reach. 
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We can wait no longer and that is 

why I am here before you. We must 
work together to restore Palestine, a 
nation in despair and without hope. We 
must work together to restore peace, 
hope and opportunity to the Pales-
tinian people. And in so doing, we will 
begin a process of building peace, not 
only throughout the region, but 
throughout the world. How much more 
bloodshed and how many more lives 
will it cost for this grave situation to 
be resolved? 

I say: No more bloodshed and no 
more lives pointlessly taken. 

The young boy, traveling to school 
with his brother in Palestine, let him 
have a life of peace. 

The mother, watching with fear as 
her children board a bus in Israel, let 
her have a life of peace. 

The father in Lebanon, working hard 
to provide an education for his chil-
dren, let him have a life of peace. 

The little girl, born in Iraq, with her 
wide eyes full of wonder, let her have a 
life of peace. 

The family, together eating their 
evening meal, in Asia, Africa, North 
America, South America, Europe, Aus-
tralia, and the Middle East, let them 
all have a life of peace. 

Today my friends, we must speak. We 
cannot be silent. 

The next time a Jordanian, a Pales-
tinian, or an Israeli comes before you, 
let it be to say: Thank you for helping 
peace become a reality. 

Peace be upon you. 
Thank you very much. 
[Applause, the Members rising.] 
At 11 o’clock and 35 minutes a.m., 

His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al 
Hussein, King of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan, accompanied by the 
committee of escort, retired from the 
Hall of the House of Representatives. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps from the Chamber. 

f 

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the 
joint meeting having been completed, 
the Chair declares the joint meeting of 
the two Houses now dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 11 o’clock and 38 
minutes a.m., the joint meeting of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

f 

b 1218 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SCHIFF) at 12 o’clock and 
18 minutes p.m. 

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD 
DURING RECESS 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings during the recess be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain one-minutes, 15 
minutes per side. 

f 

THE IMPERATIVE OF PEACE 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, a few 
minutes ago we heard King Abdullah of 
Jordan declare the imperative of peace 
between the Israelis and the Palestin-
ians as central to assuring peace not 
only in the Middle East but throughout 
the world. 

Speaking not only of Israelis and 
Palestinians but of Lebanese and Iraqis 
and of people all over the world, King 
Abdullah said, ‘‘Let them have a life of 
peace.’’ 

Indeed, it is our responsibility as 
leaders of the United States to respond 
to such an eloquent call by creating a 
restart of the peace process, which 
brings security, justice and peace to 
both Palestinians and Israelis. 

When our brothers and sisters are 
killing each other, it is for us to use 
the power of compassion and love so 
that all may survive and prosper in se-
curity and peace. 

This is a good moment for us to 
make a restart. This is a good moment 
for us to create a new context. This is 
a good moment for us to join with King 
Abdullah in speaking of people in the 
Middle East and throughout the world 
and saying, ‘‘Let them have a life of 
peace.’’ 

f 

BRAC FUNDING 

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this week I visited Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center, including outpatient 
residence Building 18. 

Despite Walter Reed’s status on the 
BRAC list, there is no excuse for offer-
ing anything but world-class patient 
care to our returning wounded war-
riors. 

According to the BRAC Commission, 
Bethesda Naval Medical will take on 
the important mission currently han-
dled by Walter Reed in 2011. Yet, only 
5 weeks ago, the majority decided to 
take away $3 billion from the BRAC ac-

count that is needed to allow them to 
build the facilities to take on this over-
whelming responsibility. 

I have asked the question then, and 5 
weeks later have yet to have an an-
swer, where is the money for BRAC and 
when will the money be restored for pa-
tient care for our men and women re-
turning from battle? 

f 

SONIC FOUNDRY 

(Ms. BALDWIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize one of Wisconsin’s own, the 
Sonic Foundry Company, for its well- 
deserved attention as leaders of the 
company rang the opening bell to start 
the NASDAQ trading day this morning. 

Sonic Foundry is an example of a 
company excelling in innovation. Its 
Web technology is transforming busi-
ness, government and educational in-
stitutions by allowing people to receive 
critical information and share knowl-
edge. Their Mediasite technology is 
trusted by Fortune 500 companies, edu-
cational institutions and government 
agencies. In Wisconsin, use of this 
technology saved the State’s budget 
$800,000 in its first year of use. 

Sonic Foundry’s Mediasite tech-
nology also allows the exchange of 
video greetings and interactive content 
to be passed between separated family 
members. Military families have been 
provided this service for free during 
holiday occasions. 

Wisconsin is proud of Sonic Found-
ry’s accomplishments. 

f 

DIRECTO A MEXICO 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the Federal 
Government is helping and encour-
aging illegals in this country to send 
money south of the border. Here is how 
it works. 

The Federal Reserve, in a program 
called Directo a Mexico, allows illegals 
that have no Social Security numbers 
and no American IDs to send billions of 
dollars through U.S. banks to Mexico. 

The Federal Reserve, also at tax-
payer expense, provides banks with 
promotional marketing propaganda in 
Spanish so as to appeal to the ever- 
growing illegal population. This 
untaxed money to Mexico is about $23 
billion a year and a drain on the United 
States economy. 

The banks make a profit off the 
illegals and their transfers. It is all 
about banking greed. These trans-
actions should be taxed, and the banks 
should be required to collect the taxes. 

Keep some of that money in the 
United States to pay for all the social 
services that illegals obtain and don’t 
pay for. Banks should not be in the 
business of helping illegals in the 
United States send money anywhere, 
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